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writing the wordes of the league, any sentence or clause to the coii-
trariels not therin sufficientlie comprehended. But they be of a con-
trarye opinion. That is, that no man oughte to be counted an enernye,
whiche hath done no injurye. And that the felowshippe of nature
gethers by love and benevolence, then by covenauntes of leagues? by
is a stronge league: and that men be better and more surely knit to
hartie affection of niinde, then by wordes.
OF WARFARE
Warre or battel as a thing very beastly, and yet to no kinde of
beastes in so inuche use as to man, they do detest and abhorre. And
contrarie to the custome almooste of all other nations, they counte
nothynge so much against glorie, as glory gotten in warre. And
therefore thoughe they do daylie practise and exercise themselves in
the discipline of warre, and not onelie the men but also the women
upon certen appointed daies, lest they should be to seke in the feate
of armies, if nede should require, yet they never go to battell, but
either in the defence of their owne countrey, or to drive out of their
frendes lande the enemies that have invaded it, or by their power to
deliver from the yocke and bondage of tirannye some people, that be
therewith oppressed. Which thing they do of meere pitie and com-
passion. Howbeit they sende helpe to their frendes; not ever in
their defence. But sometymes also to requite and revenge injuries
before to them done.
But this they do not onles their counsell and advice in the matter
be asked, whiles it is yet newe and freshe. For if they finde the
cause probable, and if the contrarie part wil not restoore agayne
suche thynges as be of them justelye demaunded, then they be the
chief autours and makers of the warre. Whiche they do not onlie as
ofte as by inrodes and invasions of soldiours praies and booties be
driven awaye, but then also muche more mortally, when their frendes
marchauntes in anie lande, either under the pretence of tmjuste lawes,
or -elles by the wrestinge and wronge understandinge of good lawes,
do sustaine an unjust accusation under the colour of justice.
Neither the battell whiche the Utopians fought for the Nephe-
logetes against the Alaopolitanes a litle before oure time was made
for any other cause, but that the Nephelogete marchaunt men, as the
Utopians thought, suifred wrong of the Alaopolitanes, under the
pretence of righte. But whether it were righte or wronge, it was
with so cruel and mortal warre revenged, the countreis rounde about
joyninge their helpe and powre to the puisaunce and malice of both
parties, that moste florishing and wealthy peoples, being some of them
shrewedly shaken, and some of them sharpely beaten, the mispheves
wer not finished nor ended, until the Alaopolitanes, at the last were
yelded up as bondemen into the jurisdiction of the Nephelogetes. For